179.   LETTER TO C. VIJATARAQHAVACHARIAfr
POST ANDHERI,
March 19, 1924
MY DEAR  FRIEND,
I was able today to read your interview2 from first to last.
You have touched upon topics on some of which I am pledged
to silence till I have met the leaders who have warmly advocated
Council-entry.
Whether the last Congress3 was a success or not is a question
upon which I can say nothing because I was not an eye-witness.
Your remarks on the question are most interesting.
You seem to think that the Congress has done very little in
the matter of untouchability and general national education. I
venture to dissent from the view. The removal of untouchability
has been brought within the range of possibility in the near future
because of the incessant propaganda by Congress Hindus. No
doubt a great deal still remains to be done. It is not an easy feat
to root out prejudices which have acquired an undeserved sanctity
because of their age. But the barrier is breaking down.
I heartily endorse your remark that it is the duty of the
Hindus to move and win over all the minorities to the service of the
country.
I wish that your pronouncement against untouchability was
more precise and uncompromising. I am not concerned with its
origin. I have no manner of doubt that the higher orders are
entirely responsible for perpetuating the sin. It is unfortunate,
too, that you have likened the untouchability of women and others
on certain occasions with the permanent untouchability under every
circumstance of the suppressed classes and their descendants. Nor
am I enamoured of the method you have suggested for the ame-
lioration of the condition of these classes.
You say that the boycott of law-courts and Government schools
should be removed. I venture to doubt the soundness of the
proposition. Its value is at the present moment negative, but none
1 C. Vijayaraghavachariar (1852-1943); lawyer and Congressman; presided
over the Nagpur session of the Indian National Congress, 1920
2 This had appeared in The Hindu and Voice of India.  Vijayaraghavachariar
had sent a copy to Gandhiji which, however, is not available.
3 The Cocanada session of 1923 over which Mahomed AH presided